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had reached the Laccpcdc Islands, just off what is now called
Dampicr Land, in North-western Australia.

After having been at sea for so many years it had become
absolutely necessary to overhaul the Cygnet. The ship was there-
fore beached in Cygnet Bay, and Dampicr made use of his
enforced idleness to study the surrounding countryside. And
so, almost eighty years after this part of the coast of Australia
had first been sighted, the White Man at last caught a glimpse
of the inhabitants of this mysterious continent.

The meeting was very disappointing. Dampier, whose claim
to fame rests more upon his powers of observation than his
talents as a navigator, dismissed the aborigines with a few highly
descriptive sentences.

" They were the most miserable people in the world I have
ever seen," he wrote in the book he published a few years later.
So miserable that even the aborigines of the lowest islands he
had visited, nasty as they looked, were yet gentlemen when
compared with these terrible creatures.

In March the Cygnet thought it safe to return to civilization.
By way of Sumatra the vessel sailed for India, but it stopped
long enough at the Nicobar Islands to rid itself once more of
several of its less popular passengers by the simple process of
marooning them. Dampicr was among those who were ejected,
but it seems to have been a fairly good-natured arrangement, for
the victims had enough money to buy themselves a native canoe.

In spite of many hurricanes they were able to sail their frail
craft across the Malabar current and reach Sumatra. They fol-
lowed the coast of that island until they came to Bencoolen, and
there Dampier was lucky enough to find a vessel willing to take
him back to England by way of the Cape. It must have been
a matter of considerable satisfaction to him to hear that two
years before the Cygnet had been shipwrecked on the coast of
Madagascar with every one lostl

When Dampier set foot on English soil he was not alone,
Being an inventive sort of fellow, he had invested his last pennies